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Welcome to Christmas by the Creek 
 

 

CAROL, “O Come, All Ye Faithful [ELW 283] 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 

 

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

 come and behold him, born the king of angels: 

Refrain 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

   O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

2 The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 

 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;   

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 

 

RESPONSIVE READING from Isaiah 9:2-6  

  (P = Pastor, C = Congregation.) 

 

P:   The people walking in darkness 

C:   have seen a great light! 

P:   On those living in the land of the shadow of death 

C:   a light has dawned. 

P:   You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 

C:   for you have shattered the yoke that burdens them. 

P:   For to us a Child is born, 

C:   to us a Son is given 

P:   and the government will be on His shoulders. And He will be  

called 

C: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,   

Prince of Peace! 

 

HOLY CROSS CHOIR, “What Child Is This”  
arr. By Jack M Grotenhuis                                                                                             
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THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL from Luke 2:1-20                                                                     

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 

taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town 

to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house 

and line of David.  He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 

be married to him and was expecting a Child. 

 While they were there, the time came for the Baby to be born, and she 

gave birth to her firstborn, a Son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him 

in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 

said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will 

be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 

you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a Baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”               
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to those on whom His favor rests.” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the Baby, who was lying in the manger. 

When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had 

been told them about this Child, and all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds said to them.  But Mary treasured up all these things and 

pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had 

been told. 
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CAROL, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                                                                           
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king; 

 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

 God and sinners reconciled." 

 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

 join the triumph of the skies; 

 with angelic hosts proclaim, 

 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Refrain 

   Hark! The herald angels sing, 

   "Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 

 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

 late in time behold him come, 

 offspring of a virgin's womb. 

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

 Hail, incarnate deity! 

 Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

 Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 

 

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 

 Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

 Light and life to all he brings, 

 ris'n with healing in his wings. 

 Mild he lays his glory by, 

 born that we no more may die, 

 born to raise each child of earth, 

 born to give us second birth.  Refrain 

 

HOLY CROSS CHOIR, “Shepherds Shake Off Your Drowsy Sleep” 

  Old French Carol/arr. Betsy Lee Bailey 
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PRAYERS 

 

HOLY CROSS CHOIR, “Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head” 

 Arr. Frang 

 

CAROL, “Silent Night, Holy Night”   
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 

 

1 Silent night, holy night! 

 All is calm, all is bright 

 round yon virgin mother and child. 

 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

 sleep in heavenly peace, 

 sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 

 Shepherds quake at the sight; 

 glories stream from heaven afar, 

 heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 

 Son of God, love's pure light 

 radiant beams from your holy face, 

 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 

BLESSING 
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CAROL, “Joy to the World” 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

 and makes the nations prove 

 the glories of his righteousness 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

 

 
 

Copyrights 

• The hymns are in the public domain. 

• Scripture is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version, NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 

by International Bible Society. Used by permission of International Bible Society. All rights 

reserved worldwide. 
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Special Thanks to the Musicians 

 

The Holy Cross Choir 

David Hinrichs, Choir Director 

Wendy Kofoot, Choir Accompanist. 

Julie Wright. Organist 

Members of Brass Solidarity 

Preludes to a Blizzard 

David Hinrichs & Katie Wright 

Ed Copeland 

Christine Shoemaker 

Janet Blomberg 

Dan Ankerfelt 

Mike Dennis/Julie Wright 

Ed Copeland 

 

 

Special Thanks to Area Businesses  

Who have contributed toward Christmas by the Creek 

 

Tom's Popcorn Shop 

Grand Ole Creamery 

Carbone's Pizza 

Caribou Coffee 

Starbucks Coffee 

Lunds & Byerlys 

Cork Dork 

Nail•ish 

Sift 

Domino's Pizza on Bloomington Ave. 

Nokomis Cycle 

Veronica McCormick ~ Target gift cards 


