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Silent Prayer Before Worship:  Stir up our hearts, O God, to 

prepare the way of Your only Son. By His coming nurture our 

growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and LORD, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Hymnals: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW, the red cover hymnal), The Lutheran 

Hymnal (TLH, blue hardcover hymnal), and With One Voice (WOV, blue paperback cover) 

 

Welcome 

 

GATHERING HYMN, ELW 257,verses 1-4 

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Almighty God, to Whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from Whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our LORD. 

C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have 

turned from You and given ourselves into the power of sin. We 

are truly sorry and humbly repent. In Your compassion forgive 

us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 

things we have failed to do. Turn us again to You, and uphold 

us by Your Spirit, so that we may live and serve You in newness 

of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and LORD. Amen. 
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P: God, Who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 

sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace we have been 

saved.  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

AGNUS DEI, [ELW, page 196], “O Christ, Lamb of God” 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

We look for peace, O LORD – but it seems that wherever we 

turn, we see anything but peace.  Help us to live in the Peace 

of Christ that You came to bring us, and in this way prepare us 

for the end of this age, when all the world will live together 

peaceably.  Amen!   
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FIRST READING, ISAIAH 11:1-10 (NIV) 

 Isaiah forecasts the coming of the Messiah…and the end times. 
 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots 

a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him – the 

Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of 

might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD – and he 

will delight in the fear of the LORD. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by 

what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge 

the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the 

earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the 

breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his 

belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with 

the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little 

child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young 

will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The 

infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put 

its hand into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on 

all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the 

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the 

peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be 

glorious. 

L: This is the word of the LORD. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING, ROMANS 15:4-13 (NIV) 
 We are to have the same attitude toward others as Jesus has toward us.  
 

Everything that was written in the past was written to teach 

us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the 

encouragement they provide we might have hope. 

May the God Who gives endurance and encouragement give 

you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus 

had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God 

and Father of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order 

to bring praise to God.  For I tell you that Christ has become a 

servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the 
promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed and, 

moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy. As it is 

written: “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing 

the praises of your name.” 
Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with His people.” 
And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples 

extol Him.” 
And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one 

who will arise to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 

trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 L: This is the word of the LORD. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR, “Blessed Is He That Cometh” 
 Edited and arranged by H. A. Mertz,  

Written by Charles F. Gounod 
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GOSPEL READING, MATTHEW 3:1-12 (NIV) 
 John the Baptist preaches a rather harsh and abrupt message. 
 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the 

wilderness of Judea and saying,   

“Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven has come near.” 
This is He Who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A 

voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the LORD, 
make straight paths for Him.’” 

John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather 
belt around his waist.  His food was locusts and wild honey.  People 

went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region 

of the Jordan.  Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in 

the Jordan River. 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of 
vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  Produce 

fruit in keeping with repentance.  And do not think you can say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’  I tell you that out of 

these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.  The ax is 

already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not 

produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance.  But after me comes 

One Who is more powerful than I, Whose sandals I am not worthy 

to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His 

winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will clear His threshing floor, 

gathering His wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with 

unquenchable fire.” 
 P: This is the Gospel of the LORD. 

 C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES CREED (ELW p. 206) 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 

and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our LORD, Who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; He descended to the dead.* On the third day He rose 

again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian+ church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.    
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.   
+ Or, catholic, universal 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY, ELW 673 

 “God, Whose Almighty Word” 
 

SERMON, “The Beginning of the End” 

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a branch will 

bear fruit.”  – Isaiah 11:1   

 
OFFERTORY, “Blessed Be God, the Source of All Life” [ELW 210] 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER, page 208 (right column, traditional) 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

Kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  The LORD make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The LORD share His 

presence with you and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN, ELW 537 

          “On Our Way Rejoicing” 
  

Spoken Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Copyright Acknowledgments 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Pastor Jay M. Carlson 

On Sunday, November 20, the voters of Holy Cross extended a call 

to Rev. Jay Michael Carlson of Minneapolis to be our next pastor.  

Please keep Pastor Jay and his family in your prayers. 

 

Statistics 

The attendance on Thanksgiving Day was 19. The attendance on 

Sunday (11/27) was 44.  The total offering from both services was 

$4,447.90 including $30 for the Building Fund, $51 for Synod, and 

$75 for Trinity First, $125 for Hurricane Relief. Also received was 

$300 for Use of Church. 

 

2023 Offering Envelopes 

• Now available on the table in the back of the church. 

• In order to reduce the number of boxes of envelopes ordered 

the numbering has been changed.   

• Please do NOT use the 2023 envelopes before January 1. 

• Please do NOT use the 2022 envelopes after January 1. 

 

We Need Your Help with Christmas by the Creek 

Our annual Christmas by the Creek is tonight, beginning at 4PM. A 

special bulletin board is up in the narthex/lobby with the list of help 

needed for this festival.  Be sure to invite your friends and 

neighbors. 
 

Devotion Books 

The new edition of Christ in Our Home (January-March) is available 

in the narthex/lobby.  We have discontinued Portals of Prayer.  
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Carol Sing 

We will be gathering on Friday, 
December 9 at Peter and Gail Klatt’s 
house (1070 Tiffany Place, Eagan) at 
7:00PM.  Please bring finger food to share and your holiday spirit. 
All are welcome! Join us this year to enjoy the spirit of the season. 
 

Poinsettias 

Please help us celebrate Christmas at Holy Cross by purchasing a  

poinsettia for the sanctuary.  We are offering two 

different sizes this year – a 6.5 inch pot is $16 and a 8 

inch pot is $29.  A red bow will be an additional cost of 

$2.50. There is a signup sheet along with envelopes for 

payment in the narthex. 

 

Pillar of Warmth and Love 

We are once again collecting warm socks, new or gently used hats, 

scarves, and mittens for the Holy Cross pillar throughout the winter.  

Your donations are greatly appreciated. The collection bin is in the 

Family room. We'll start putting items out in mid-December when 

the really cold weather sets in.  Hands in Ministry 

 

Monthly Game Night 

Join us for more fun times and fellowship the 1st 

Wednesday of each month from 6-8PM.  Bring 

your favorite game and a snack to share!  Join us 

this Wednesday! Questions to Sandi at 612-275-

5235. 

 

 



11 

 

SERVING THE LORD 

 

Today, December 4 

December Altar Guild: Jean Anderson 

December Elder: Lyle Horrmann 

Choir Director:  David Hinrichs 

Choir Accompanist:  Wendy Kofoot 

Counters: Keith & Mary Lange 

Lector: Steve Blomberg 

Organist: Julie Wright 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger 

Recorder: James Blomberg 

Treats: Christmas by the Creek 

Ushers: Lynn Oolman & Andy Tatham 

 

Next Sunday, December 11 

December Altar Guild: Jean Anderson 

December Elder: Lyle Horrmann 

Choir Director:  David Hinrichs 

Choir Accompanist:  Wendy Kofoot 

Counters: Lynn Oolman & Sandi Likely 

Lector: Andy Tatham 

Organist: Julie Wright 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger 

Recorder: James Blomberg 

Treats: Keith & Mary Lange 

Ushers: Tim Phelon & Keith Lange 

 

We are in need of volunteers to usher and count. 

Please let the office know if you are available! 



12 

 

 


