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Silent Prayer Before Worship:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, 

and come. By Your merciful protection save us from the threatening 

dangers of our sins and enlighten our walk in the way of Your 

salvation, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Hymnals: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW, the red cover hymnal), The Lutheran 

Hymnal (TLH, blue hardcover hymnal), and With One Voice (WOV, blue paperback cover) 

 

Welcome 

 

GATHERING HYMN, ELW 870 

 “We Praise You, O God” 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Almighty God, to Whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from Whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our LORD. 

C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have 

turned from You and given ourselves into the power of sin. We 

are truly sorry and humbly repent. In Your compassion forgive 

us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 

things we have failed to do. Turn us again to You, and uphold 

us by Your Spirit, so that we may live and serve You in newness 

of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and LORD. Amen. 
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P: God, Who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 

sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace we have been 

saved.  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
 

ACCLAMATION, [ELW, page 142] 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Guide us, we pray, O Jesus, that we accept the fulness of Your 

Grace in such a way that, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, we 

will act toward others with that same grace, love, forgiveness, 

and patience that You have always shown us.  And may we do 

it always to Your greater glory.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING, ISAIAH 2:1-5 (NIV) 

 The “Last Days” will see many nations come to Jerusalem.”  
 

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem: 

 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be 
established as the highest of the mountains; it will be  

exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 
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 Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the 

mountain of the LORD, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will 

teach us His ways, so that we may walk in His paths.” the law will 

go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will 

judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many 

peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their 

spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against 

nation, nor will they train for war anymore. Come, descendants of 

Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

L: This is the word of the LORD. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING, ROMANS 13:11-14 (NIV) 

 Paul encourages everyone to act the way God desires. 
 

Do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already 

come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation 

is nearer now than when we first believed.  The night is nearly over; 

the day is almost here.  So let us put aside the deeds of 

darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave decently, as 

in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.  Rather, 

clothe yourselves with the LORD Jesus Christ, and do not think 

about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 

 L: This is the word of the LORD. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR, “Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain” 

 By Carolyn Jennings 
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GOSPEL READING, MATTHEW 24:36-44 (NIV) 
 Jesus tells the people to be prepared for “The Day of the LORD.” 
 

“About that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  As it was in the days of 

Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  For in the days 

before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they 

knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and 

took them all away.  That is how it will be at the coming of the Son 

of Man.  Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other 

left.  Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken 

and the other left. 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day 
your LORD will come.  But understand this: If the owner of the house 

had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would 

have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken 

into.  So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come 

at an hour when you do not expect Him.” 

 P: This is the Gospel of the LORD. 

 C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED (ELW, p. 104) 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one LORD, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through Him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation He came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
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truly human. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 

rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His 

Kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the LORD, the Giver of life, 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the 

Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, Who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian* and 

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. *catholic or universal 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY, ELW 254 

 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 

SERMON, “It’s A Surprise!” 
“About that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 

the Son … but only the Father.” – Matthew 24:36 
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OFFERTORY  [ELW 188] 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER, page 208 (right column, traditional) 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

Kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

 

CHOIR, “O Come, O Come, Immanuel” 

          Tune: French, 18th Century; Text: Trans. By J. M. Neale 

 

HYMN, WOV 699, verses 1 & 3 [also ELW 638] 

         “Blessed Assurance” 
 

BENEDICTION 

P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  The LORD make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The LORD share His 

presence with you and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN, ELW 879, verses 1-3 

          “For the Beauty of the Earth” 
  

Spoken Announcements 

 

 
 

 
Copyright Acknowledgments 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Pastor Jay M. Carlson 

On Sunday, November 20, the voters of Holy Cross extended a call 

to Rev. Jay Michael Carlson of Minneapolis to be our next pastor.  

Please keep Pastor Jay and his family in your prayers. 

 

Statistics 

Attendance on Sunday (11/20) was 44.  The total offering was 

$1,068 including $110 for the Building Fund, $2 for Synod, and $25 

for Trinity First.   

 

2023 Offering Envelopes 

• Now available on the table in the back of the church. 

• In order to reduce the number of boxes of envelopes ordered 

the numbering has been changed.   

• Please do NOT use the 2023 envelopes before January 1. 

• Please do NOT use the 2022 envelopes after January 1. 

 

We Need Your Help with Christmas by the Creek 

Our annual Christmas by the Creek will be December 4, beginning 

at 4PM. A special bulletin board is up in the narthex/lobby with the 

list of help needed for this festival.  Be sure to invite your friends 

and neighbors. 
 

Devotion Books 

The new edition of Christ in Our Home (January-March) is available 

in the narthex/lobby.  We have discontinued Portals of Prayer.  
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Carol Sing 

We will be gathering on Friday, 
December 9 at Peter and Gail Klatt’s 
house (1070 Tiffany Place, Eagan) at 
7:00PM.  Please bring finger food to share and your holiday spirit. 
All are welcome! Join us this year to enjoy the spirit of the season. 
[The address was incorrect in last Sunday’s bulletin.] 
 

Pillar of Warmth and Love 

We are once again collecting warm socks, new or gently used hats, 

scarves, and mittens for the Holy Cross pillar throughout the winter.  

Your donations are greatly appreciated. The collection bin is in the 

Family room. We'll start putting items out in mid-December when 

the really cold weather sets in.  Hands in Ministry 

 

Lights Off & Lock Up 

If you are the last person out of the building, please 

make sure that the lights are off and the doors are 

locked.  Several times in the past few weeks lights have been left 

on and entrances have been left unlocked.   

 

Monthly Game Night 

Join us for more fun times and fellowship the 1st Wednesday of 

each month from 6-8PM.  Bring your favorite game and a snack to 

share!  Join us! Questions to Sandi at 612-275-5235 
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SERVING THE LORD 

 

Today, November 27 

November Altar Guild: Carol Rusk 

November Elder: Jim Likely 

Choir Director:  David Hinrichs 

Choir Accompanist:  Wendy Kofoot 

Counters: Lynn Oolman & Sandi Likely 

Lector: Jean Anderson 

Organist: Julie Wright 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger 

Recorder: James Blomberg 

Treats: Mike & Becky Dennis 

Ushers: Lyle Horrmann & Adam Horrmann 

 

Next Sunday, December 4 

December Altar Guild: Jean Anderson 

December Elder: Lyle Horrmann 

Choir Director:  David Hinrichs 

Choir Accompanist:  Wendy Kofoot 

Counters: Keith & Mary Lange 

Lector: Steve Blomberg 

Organist: Julie Wright 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger 

Recorder: James Blomberg 

Treats: Christmas by the Creek 

Ushers: Lynn Oolman & Andy Tatham 

 

We are in need of volunteers to usher and count. 

Please let the office know if you are available! 
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