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Silent Prayer Before Worship:  God of grace, you have given me a 

mind to know you, a heart to love you, and a voice to offer you 

praise.  Fill me with your Spirit, that I may celebrate your glory and 

worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen 

 

GATHERING 

 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn, “O Word of God Incarnate” 
 [ELW 514, LSB 523, TLH 294. Text and Tune: Public Domain] 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

P Beloved in the LORD! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Confession of Sins 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 
 

Forgiveness of Sins 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

LORD Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

P  Let us pray.  

C We come praising You, O LORD our God, for Your laws 

 that guide our daily lives – but even more, we worship You 

 for Your goodness in coming as our Savior and Messiah to 

 save us from condemnation for not obeying them as 

 You demand.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
 

WORD 

 

The Old Testament Reading, Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 (NIV) 
The Jews rejoice when Ezra reads God’s Law to them. 

 

 All the people came together as one in the square before the 

Water Gate.  They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the 

Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for 

Israel. 

 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest 

brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men 

and women and all who were able to understand.  He read it aloud 

from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water 

Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could 

understand.  And all the people listened attentively to the Book of 

the Law. 

 Ezra opened the book.  All the people could see him because 

he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all 

stood up.  Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people 

lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!”  Then they 
bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the 

ground. 
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 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it 

clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what 

was being read. 

 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of 

the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to 

them all, “This day is holy to the LORD your God.  Do not mourn or 

weep.”  For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the 

words of the Law. 

 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, 

and send some to those who have nothing prepared.  This day is 

holy to our LORD. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your 

strength.” 
  

L This is the Word of the LORD. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading, Psalm 19:7-14 (NIV) 
 David proclaims the virtues of “the law(s)of the LORD.” 
 

 The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes 

of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts 

of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. 

 The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the 

eyes. The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of 

the LORD are firm, and all of them are righteous. They are more 

precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than 

honey, than honey from the honeycomb. 

 By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great 

reward. But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden 

faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule 

over me. Then I will be blameless, innocent of great transgression. 
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 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart 

be pleasing in Your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
 

L This is the Word of the LORD. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

Choir, “The Word Made Flesh” by Theodore Kloos 
 

The Gospel Reading, Luke 4:16-30 (NIV) 
 Jesus tells the people that He is the Messiah…and they try to kill Him. 
 

P The Gospel according to Luke: 

C Glory be to You, O LORD. 
  

 [Jesus] went to Nazareth, where He had been brought up, and 

on the Sabbath day He went into the synagogue, as was His 

custom.  He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 

was handed to Him.  Unrolling it, He found the place where it is 

written: 

“The Spirit of the LORD is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 

    to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor.” 
 

Then He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat 

down.  The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 

Him.  He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 All spoke well of Him and were amazed at the gracious words 

that came from his lips.  “Isn’t this Joseph’s Son?” they asked.  Jesus 
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said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to Me: ‘Physician, 
heal yourself!’  And you will tell Me, ‘Do here in Your 
hometown what we have heard that You did in Capernaum.’” 
 “Truly I tell you,” He continued, “no prophet is accepted in his 
hometown.  I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in 

Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and 
there was a severe famine throughout the land.  Yet Elijah was not 

sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of 

Sidon.  And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of 

Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed – only 

Naaman the Syrian.” 
 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard 

this.  They got up, drove Him out of the town, and took Him to the 

brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw Him 

off the cliff.  But He walked right through the crowd and went on 

His way. 

P This is the Gospel of the LORD.  

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 
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      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn, “O Christ, Our True and Only Light” 
  [ELW 675, LSB 839, TLH 512.  Text and tune: Public domain] 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon, “Sometimes … the Truth Hurts“ 
  “The Spirit of the LORD is on Me…to proclaim the year of the LORD’s 
favor.” – Luke 4:18 & 19 (Isaiah 61:1 & 2) 

 

Prayers 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C  Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
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lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

Blessing  

P The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn, “Preserve Your Word, O Savior” 
         [No ELW 654, LSB 658, TLH 264. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.  

  110003021. Tune: Public domain] 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Spoken Announcements 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Annual Altar Guild Meeting 

The annual Altar Guild meeting is being postponed to February 26. 

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend if possible. Face 

masks will be required. We will meet from 9:30 to 11:30 at the 

church. Thanks, Jean Anderson 
 

Statistics 

Attendance on 1/16 was 20. The total offering was $2,302.12 

including $66.12 for Trinity First. 
 

Email Problems 

Several people have reported that the email from the church turns 

up in the Spam/Junk folder.  So please check that folder and move 

the church emails to your inbox. 
 

Now Available  

• 2021 Contribution Statements & 2022 Offering Envelopes  

• Portals of Prayer (January – March Edition) 

• January Newsletter 
 

Celebrations this Week 

• Happy Birthday to Gail Klatt (1/23),  
 

Erick + Courtney Horrmann 

The January newsletter from Erick and Courtney is posted on the 

bulletin board in the narthex. 

 
The Offering Plates are not being passed at this time.  You can give by sending your envelope 

to HCLC. You can give online from the Holy Cross homepage (holycrossmpls.org). Click on the blue 

button or directly via the Holy Cross online donation form.  You can give to the General Fund, 

Building Fund, We Care, Synod or Trinity First.  Donations are processed through faith based Vanco. 

Payments are deposited directly into the Holy Cross bank account.  
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Sharing Pantry donations 

The socks are going fast!   

Many food and personal care items are being taken from the 

Sharing Pantry each week. If you’d like to donate, the following 
items are safe in freezing temperatures. Please do not leave any 

glass or cans in winter months as they will freeze, expand, fracture, 

and spoil. Thank you to those who have been donating.  

  

Personal Care 

Deodorant 

Soap 

Toothbrushes 

Toothpaste 

Shampoo/Conditioner 

Lotion 

Feminine Pads 

Band-Aids 

Chapstick 

Handwarmers 

Tissue Packets 

Toilet Paper 

Hand Sanitizer 

Socks/Gloves/Hats 

Food 

Bread and Tortillas 

Boxed Grains and Pasta 

Instant Soup 

Cereal 

Oatmeal 

Tuna Packets 

Granola Bars 

Crackers 

Dried Fruit 

Summer Sausage and Beef Jerky 

Pepperoni Packets 

Peanut Butter  

Applesauce 

String Cheese 

  
 

 

Christmas by the Creek Photos 

If you’d like to see pictures of this year’s event, they are available 
on our website at https://holycrossmpls.org/christmas-by-the-

creek-2021.  
 

https://holycrossmpls.org/christmas-by-the-creek-2021
https://holycrossmpls.org/christmas-by-the-creek-2021
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SERVING THE LORD 
 

Serving Today, January 23 

January Altar Guild: Linda Scanlon 

January Elder/Deacon: Becky Swenson-Dennis 

Choir Director:  David Hinrichs 

Choir Accompanist:  Wendy Kofoot 

Counter: Sandi Likely 

Lector: Kim Blomberg 

Organist: Julie Wright 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger 

Recorder: James Blomberg 

Treats:  No one is signed up 

Ushers: Steve Blomberg & Ed Copeland 

 

Serving Next Sunday, January 30 

January Altar Guild: Linda Scanlon 

January Elder/Deacon: Becky Swenson-Dennis 

Choir Director:  David Hinrichs 

Choir Accompanist:  Wendy Kofoot 

Counter: Gail Klatt 

Lector: Andy Tatham 

Organist: Julie Wright 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger 

Recorder: James Blomberg 

Treats:  No one is signed up 

Ushers: Lynn Oolman 


