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The Epiphany of Our Lord
January 9, 2022

Silent Prayer Before Worship: Merciful God, I do not presume to
come to your table trusting in my own righteousness, but in your
abundant mercy. Grant me, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and
drink the body and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that I may
live in him and he in me, now and forever. Amen.
GATHERING
Welcome
Opening Hymn, “As with Gladness Men of Old”
[ELW 302, LSB 397, TLH 127. Text and Tune: Public Domain]

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
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Confession of Sins
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen
P
C

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold
us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Forgiveness of Sins
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star You made known
Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know
You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine
presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen
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Hymn of Praise, “The Star Proclaims the King Is Here”
[No ELW, LSB 399, TLH 131; Text and Tune: Public Domain]

WORD
The Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 60:1-6 (NRSV)
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of
the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and
thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and
his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall
come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their
nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall
thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be
brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian
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and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold
and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
The Epistle Reading, Ephesians 3:1-12 (NRSV)
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for
the sake of you Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in
a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the
Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift
of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his
power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless
riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that
through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God
in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Choir, “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

by Kathleen Thomerson

The Gospel Reading, Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV)
P The Gospel according to John:
C Glory be to You, O Lord.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was
to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from
them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child;
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also
go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
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Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God,
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day
He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
of the world to come. Amen.
Sermon Hymn, “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”
(ELW 308, LSB 395, TLH 343. Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License # 110003021. Tune: Public Domain]
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Sermon, Rev. David Lippitt
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Prayers
Lord’s Prayer
P
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
C Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Communion Distribution
Choir, “Oh, Love, How Deep” by Thomas Keesecker
Communion Reception
Communion Dismissal

SENDING
Blessing
P Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
C Amen.
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Hymn to Depart, “Brightest and Best of the Stars”
[ELW 303, LSB 400, TLH 128. Text and Tune: Public Domain]

Spoken Announcements
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Offering Plates are not being passed at this time. You can give by sending
your envelope to HCLC. You can give online from the Holy Cross homepage
(holycrossmpls.org). Click on the blue button or directly via the Holy Cross online
donation form. You can give to the General Fund, Building Fund, We Care, Synod
or Trinity First. Donations are processed through faith based Vanco. Payments
are deposited directly into the Holy Cross bank account.

Thank You
Our thanks to Rev. David Lippitt for filling in for Pastor Don who is
ill.
Un-decorating
We will be taking down the tree and other Christmas decorations
following the service today.
Annual Altar Guild Meeting
The annual meeting of the Altar Guild will be on Saturday, January
22 at 9:30 AM here at the church.
Now Available
• 2022 Offering Envelopes
• Portals of Prayer (January – March Edition)
• January Newsletter
Prayer Requests
• Harold Sand on the death of his wife Evelyn
• Jack McConley, who had open heart surgery on January 3.
Celebrations this Week
• Happy Birthday to Joyce Baago (1/9).
• Happy Anniversary to David and Tena Ubl (1/13)
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SERVING THE LORD
Serving Today, January 9
January Altar Guild: Linda Scanlon
January Elder/Deacon: Becky Swenson-Dennis
Choir Director: David Hinrichs
Choir Accompanist: Wendy Kofoot
Counter: Adam Horrmann
Lector: Kimberly Blomberg
Organist: Julie Wright
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger
Recorder: James Blomberg
Treats: No one is signed up
Ushers: Lynn Oolman & Andy Tatham
Serving Next Sunday, January 16
January Altar Guild: Linda Scanlon
January Elder/Deacon: Becky Swenson-Dennis
Choir Director: David Hinrichs
Choir Accompanist: Wendy Kofoot
Counter: Lynn Oolman
Lector: Jean Anderson
Organist: Julie Wright
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger
Recorder: James Blomberg
Treats: No one is signed up
Ushers: Tim Phelon & Keith Lange
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