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Theme of Today’s Readings: Our Father cares for His children with 
the Gospel of His Son. 
  
Silent Prayer Before Worship:  Dear Savior, at Your gracious 
invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and 
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this sacrament in 
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy 
name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

http://www.holycrossmpls.org/
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Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn, TLH 39 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
 

Invocation/Call to Worship 

P We have come together this morning for a reason: 

C We are here to worship our God. 

P We worship in His holy name. 

C We worship in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
C As much as we don’t like to admit it or think about 

it, we are sinners. Our words betray us, as do our 
actions. Even our thoughts are far from pure. We 
come, Lord, as Your humble children, asking – 
even begging – that You forgive us, even though 

we are far less than deserving. 
P Our God is just, and He is merciful. In His powerful grace, 

He listens to us when we bring Him our concerns, 
especially when we admit our sin-full-ness. In the name 
of Jesus, and for His sake, He forgives us all, of all our 

sins. Live in this confidence, then, that you are forgiven, 
and can begin again, cleansed by His grace-filled love. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray:  

C O LORD, open our eyes and our minds to see and 

understand that our calling is to love others as 
Your blessed children, and not wish punishment 
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upon them, even when we think they might 
deserve it.  Help us to love as You have chosen to 

love us – with grace.   Amen. 
 

The First Reading, Jeremiah 11:18-20 (NIV)  
 

 Because the Lord revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that 

time He showed me what they were doing.  I had been like a gentle 
lamb led to the slaughter; I did not realize that they had 
plotted against me, saying, “Let us destroy the tree and its fruit; 
let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name be 

remembered no more.”  
 But You, Lord Almighty, Who judge righteously and test the 
heart and mind, let me see Your vengeance on them, for to You I 
have committed my cause. 
 

 A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Second Reading, Psalm 54 (NIV) 
 

 Save me, O God, by Your name; vindicate me by Your might. 
Hear my prayer, O God; listen to the words of my mouth. Arrogant 
foes are attacking me; ruthless people are trying to kill me – people 
without regard for God.  
 Surely God is my help; the Lord is the One Who sustains me. 
Let evil recoil on those who slander me; in Your faithfulness   
destroy them. 
 I will sacrifice a freewill offering to You; I will praise Your 
name, Lord, for it is good. You have delivered me from all my 
troubles, and my eyes have looked in triumph on my foes. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
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C Thanks be to God. 

Choir, “Amazing Grace”  (arr. Thomas Keesecker) 
 

Gospel Reading, Mark 9:30-37 (NIV) 
 

P The Gospel reading is introduced: 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 [Jesus and His disciples] left that place and passed through 
Galilee.  Jesus did not want anyone to know where they 
were, because He was teaching His disciples.   He said to 
them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of 
men.  They will kill Him, and after three days He will rise.”  But 
they did not understand what He meant and were afraid to ask Him 
about it. 
 They came to Capernaum.  When He was in the house, He 
asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?”  But 
they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who 
was the greatest. 
 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who 
wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 
 He took a little child whom He placed among them.  Taking the 
child in His arms, He said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of 
these little children in My name welcomes Me; and whoever 
welcomes Me does not welcome Me but the One Who sent Me.” 

 

P This is the blessed Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to You, O Christ. 
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A Statement of Faith 

 We believe in God the Father,  
      Creator of the heavens and the earth. 
 

 We believe in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our LORD. 
      He was born on Christmas, lived a short life of ministry, 
         healed, served, and forgave sins of those near and far. 
 He realized His goal to call us together as His family –  
        around the table the night before He was crucified, 
         and around the cross where He gave His life for ours. 
    He conquered the power of death – for Himself and for us.  
    In His forever-life, He reigns as King with His Father in Glory. 
 
    We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
      Who brings all these truths to us, 
      Guiding us to gather as the Christian Church, 
     Serving us as He comforts us with the forgiveness of our  
   sins, 
   And leading us in our service to our neighbors all around. 
 Amen! 
 
AFFIRMATION OF CONFIRMATION    
Katherine and Matthew McConley 
 
 Matthew and Katherine have completed a course in the 
Lutheran Christian teachings of the Church and have confirmed 
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their faith in our Triune God at a family service held here yesterday.  
Their teachers who participated in their instruction were Ms. Angie 

St. Dennis of Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church, Pastor Bruce Laabs a year 
ago, and Pastor Don Mulfinger over the past few months.   
 
 They have made public profession of their Christian faith 

yesterday in the company of their extended family and went 
through the Rite of Confirmation at that time.   
 

Confirmation Verse Essays 

 As part of the Confirmation Ritual, they will now share with you, 
their home congregation, their confirmation verses and essays that 
explain what those verses mean to them. 
 

Prayer for the Confirmands 
P: Please join me as we pray for Matthew and Katherine 
C: Lord God, Heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for 
Your great goodness in bringing these, Your son and Your 

daughter, to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe 
and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, 
bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may continue 

steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have 
fought the good fight shall receive the crown of 
righteousness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Blessing of the Confirmands 
P: My dear sister and brother in Christ, as you have now 
confirmed your Christian faith, I invite and welcome you as 
members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church, to share with us in all the gifts our Lord has for 



8 

 

His Church and to live them out continually – in your worship of 
God and in your service to others. 
 

P: Kate and Matt, the Almighty and most merciful God – Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit – bless and keep you in His almighty grace, 
both now and forevermore. 
C: Amen!  
Sermon Hymn, WOV 770 
“I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” 
 

 

Sermon, “Jesus’ Response” 
 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in My name 
welcomes Me; and whoever welcomes Me does not welcome Me 
but the One Who sent Me.” – Mark 9:37 
 

Communion 
 

Distribution Hymn, WOV 699 
“Blessed Assurance” 
 

Prayers 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
C  Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

   kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

   give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
   trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction (NIV)  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord turn His face toward you and T give you peace. 

 C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn, WOV 752 
“I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”  (Here I Am, Lord) 
 

Announcements 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LCMS Q & A  

Rev. Stefan Wismar, Executive Assistant to the District President, 
Minnesota South District of the LCMS will be here for a question-
and-answer period after the service today.   

 

Numbers from Last Sunday 
The attendance on 9/12 was 43.  The total offering was $13,860.45 
including $10,957 to the Capital/Building Fund, $38.45 to Trinity 
First, and $25 to Synod. 
 
Prayer Requests 
Prayers are requested for Evelyn Sand who has a broken hip and 
Covid-19 and is in hospice.  Also pray for Harold Sand who is 
hospitalized with Covid. 
 
Sunday Treats 
A sign-up sheet is on the table in the Family Room.  Sign-up if you 
are willing to furnish treats to go along with our refreshments.  
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Either home-made or store-bought is fine.  See Judy Sorenson for 
more details. 

 
Confirmation 
In celebration of Matt and Kate’s confirmation, please enjoy a slice 
of cake today in between the church service and the LCMS Q & A 

session. -- Steve & Linda McConley 
 
 
 

Celebrations this Week 
Happy Birthday to Heidi Guenther (9/23), Carol Horrmann (9/25), 
David Ubl (9/26) and Andy Tatham (9/27). 
  

Socktober is 
coming soon! Get 
ready to help us 
reach our goal of 

100 pairs of socks 
for the Pillar of 
Warmth and Love 
this winter.   

 As we get 
ready to focus on 
Beautiful Feet in bible study, let’s consider ways we can serve the 
Lord, keeping in mind these words from Ephesians 5:1-2, “Follow 

God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us.” 
 A collection tote for socks will be set up in the Narthex. Monetary 
donations are also welcome – you can put them in the offering 
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plate, or use the online offering link on the Holy Cross website. In 
both cases, designate the gift for the sock drive.  

New or gently used hats, scarves, gloves and mittens are also 
welcome.  
 
Portals of Prayer 

The October-December Portals of Prayer is now available in the 
back of the church.  There are two Large Print editions.  If you 
want one mailed, please let the office know. 

 
 
Bible Study 
Next Sunday, we 
will begin our 
regular Sunday 
morning Bible 
study following the 
morning worship 
service.  The topic 
has changed to 
“Beautiful Feet.”  
Grab a cup of 
coffee or whatever 
and join us in the Fellowship Hall for what should be an interesting 
time together as we consider God’s Word for our daily lives. 
 The Study is based on Romans 10:15, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring good news.”  The participants are 
encouraged to consider their gifts and how they can use those gifts. 
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Offering:  You can give by sending your envelope to HCLC. You 
can give online from the Holy Cross homepage 
(holycrossmpls.org). Click on the blue button or directly via the 
Holy Cross online donation form.  You can give to the General 
Fund, Building Fund, We Care, Synod or Trinity First.  Donations 
are processed through faith-based Vanco. Payments are deposited 
directly into the Holy Cross bank account. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Serving Today, September 19    

September Altar Guild: Mary Lange 
September Deacon: Jim Likely 
Choir Director:  David Hinrichs 
Choir Accompanist:  Wendy Kofoot 

Counter for today: Keith and Mary Lange 
Lector: Andy Tatham 
Organist: Julie Wright 
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger 

Recorder: James Blomberg 
Treats: Linda McConley 
Ushers: Lynn Oolmann and Andy Tatham 
Weed & Water: Sue Protzner 

 
Serving Next Sunday, September 26 
September Altar Guild: Mary Lange 
September Deacon: Jim Likely 

Choir Director:  David Hinrichs 
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Choir Accompanist:  Wendy Kofoot 
Counter: Adam Horrmann 

Lector: Sally Gorski 
Organist: Julie Wright 
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger 
Recorder: James Blomberg 

Treats: Karen Dibble 
Ushers: Adam Horrmann & Lyle Horrmann 
Weed & Water: Kimberly Blomberg 
 

 
 


