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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1720 E. Minnehaha Parkway 

Minneapolis, MN  55407 
 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 7, 2021 

 
 

Opening Hymn 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
LSB 425, TLH 175 
 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Confession of Sins  
P Almighty God, our Creator and Redeemer, we poor 

sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, 
word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, Who has given Your only-

begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and 
for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and 
by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of 
You and of Your will and true obedience to Your 
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come 
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Absolution  
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 P O LORD, even though what we do might appear foolish 

  or silly in the eyes of others, we pray that Your wise  
  ways and grace-filled actions might be seen in our daily  
  inter-actions with the others who share this life You  
  have given us.  We pray in Your blessed name, Jesus.   

 
C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading, Exodus 20:1-17 (NIV) 
 

And God spoke all these words: 
“I am the LORD your God, Who brought you out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery. 
“You shall have no other gods before Me. 
“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything 

in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters 
below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for 
I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 
children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a 
thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My 
commandments. 

“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for 
the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses His name. 

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  Six days you shall 
labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the LORD your God.  On it you shall not do any 
work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male 
or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner 
residing in your towns.  For in six days the LORD made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
He rested on the seventh day.  Therefore the LORD blessed 
the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in 
the land the LORD your God is giving you. 

“You shall not murder. 
“You shall not commit adultery. 
“You shall not steal. 
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
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“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or 
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

 
Epistle Reading, First Corinthians 1:18-31 (NIV) 

 
The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For 
it is written: 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 

Where is the wise person?  Where is the teacher of the law?  
Where is the philosopher of this age?  Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since in the wisdom of God 
the world through its wisdom did not know Him, God was pleased 
through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who 
believe.  Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we 
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God.  For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were 
called.  Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many 
were influential; not many were of noble birth.  But God chose the 
foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 
things of the world to shame the strong.  God chose the lowly 
things of this world and the despised things – and the things that 
are not – to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast 
before Him.  It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, Who 
has become for us wisdom from God – that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption.  Therefore, as it is 
written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 
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Gospel Reading, John 2:13-22 (NIV) 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second 

chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem.  In the temple courts He found people selling 
cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging 
money.  So He made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the 
temple courts, both sheep and cattle; He scattered the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables.  To those who sold 
doves He said, “Get these out of here!  Stop turning My Father’s 
house into a market!”  His disciples remembered that it is written: 
“Zeal for your house will consume me.”  The Jews then responded 
to Him, “What sign can You show us to prove Your authority to do 
all this?” 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it 
again in three days.” 
They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and 
You are going to raise it in three days?”  But the temple He had 
spoken of was His Body.  After He was raised from the dead, His 
disciples recalled what He had said.  Then they believed the 
scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 

 
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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Apostles Creed 
 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Sermon Hymn, “The Tree of Life” LSB 561 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003021 

Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003021 
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Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give 

you peace. 
C Amen, amen, amen. 

 
 

 

Offering 
1) You can give by sending your envelope to HCLC. 
2) You can give online from the Holy Cross homepage (holycrossmpls.org). 
Click on the blue button or directly via the Holy Cross online donation form.  
You can give to the General Fund, Trinity First, We Care, Synod or Trinity 
First.  Donations are processed through faith-based Vanco. Payments are 
deposited directly into the Holy Cross bank account. 
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Closing Hymn 
“Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain” 
LSB 865 
 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Communion Service on March 14 and 28 
Communion will be included as part of our online worship.  
Communion sets (wafer and juice in a sealed, individual container) 
are available.  You can get the kits in one of two ways: Pick it up 
during office hours (Tuesday through Thursday, 10-3) or call the 
office to (612-722-1083) to have them delivered.  You can leave a 
message with your name and the number of communion sets you 
will need. Deacons will deliver the communion sets to those unable 

to pick them up.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Thank You to Those Serving Today: 

March Altar Guild: Jean Anderson and Donna Daniels 
Choir Director: David Hinrichs 
Choir Accompanist: Wendy Kofoot 
Counters for today: Adam Horrmann 
Organist: Julie Wright 
Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger 
Recorder: James Blomberg 
 

Wednesdays in Lent 
Don’t forget the Wednesday service/Bible study are also posted on 
the church website. 
 
A Musical Note 
Thank you to the following for singing the hymns and choral 
anthems for our recent worship services: Dorie duBois, Amelia 
Erickson, David Hinrichs, Trinda Jevne, Jon Kofoot, Wendy Kofoot, 
Caleb Likely, Jim Likely, Sandi Likely, Sue Protzner, and Julie 
Wright. If you are interested in singing, contact David or Kevin at 
church. A solo or family singing would be a nice addition! 
 
LWML Mites 
The Mite offering will not be received again until April 11, 2021.  
This is assuming we are back to in-person worship services. 
 
Celebrations 
Happy Birthday to Michelle duBois (3/13) and Milly Phelon (3/15) 
 
Apology 
An apology goes to Deb Beiersdorf as her name was misspelled in 
the March Newsletter. 
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITES 

ONLINE 
• Holy Cross: Go to the church website (holycrossmpls.org) 

and listen to our recorded service. 
• Mainstreetliving.com/twincities 
• Go to “The Lutheran Hour” at any time. 

 
RADIO 
• “The Lutheran Hour” is broadcast on WCCO 830AM radio on 

Sunday mornings at 6:05a.m. 
• “The Lutheran Hour” is broadcast on Sirius XM, Family Talk 

Channel 131 on Sunday Mornings at 9a.m. 
 

CELL PHONE 
• Download “The Lutheran Hour” app on your cell phone. 

 
TELEVISION 
Each Sunday, viewers enjoy a 30-minute remastered episode of 
“This is the Life,” a popular Lutheran Hour Ministries series from 
the 70s and 80s. The episode is followed by a modified Lutheran 

worship service—led by a different local pastor each week.   

Main Street Living is broadcast at 9 a.m. on WFTC.  WFTC can be 
found in the following places: 
 

 TV Channel 10 on Spectrum, Comcast, Mediacom 
 TV Channel 29 on UHF Digital, DirectTV, Dish 
 TV Channel 807 on Comcast and 803 on Mediacom 
 TV Channel 9.2 which is over the air. 

 [Online at mainstreetliving.com/twincities] 

 


