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The Third Wednesday in Lent 

March 3, 2021 

 

 

 



A Welcome from Pastor Don 
 

 
A Song to Begin 
“O Word of God Incarnate” 
LSB 523, verses 1 and 3 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

A Prayer for the Evening 
 
 

A Scripture Reading, Mark 11:20-33  &  12:28-34 

 
20In the morning, as [Jesus and His disciples] went along, they saw the 

fig tree withered from the roots.  21Peter remembered and said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, look! The fig tree You cursed has withered!”  22“Have faith in 
God,” Jesus answered.  23“Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, 
‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but 
believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them.  24Therefore 
I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, 



and it will be yours.  25And when you stand praying, if you hold anything 
against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you 
your sins.” 

27They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the 
temple courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came 
to Him. 28“By what authority are You doing these things?” they asked.  “And 
who gave You authority to do this?” 

29Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question.  Answer Me, and I will tell 
you by what authority I am doing these things.  30John’s baptism – was it 
from heaven, or of human origin?  Tell Me!”  31They discussed it among 
themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will ask, ‘Then why didn’t 
you believe him?’  32But if we say, ‘Of human origin’ …”  (They feared the 
people, for everyone held that John really was a prophet.)  33So they 
answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things.”                           ________________                                  

                                  
28One of the teachers of the law came and heard [Jesus and the Sadducees] 
debating.  Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked Him, 
“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”  29“The most 
important one,” answered Jesus, “is this:  ‘Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is One.  30Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’  31The 
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment 
greater than these.” 

32“Well said, Teacher,” the man replied.  “You are right in saying that God 
is one and there is no other but Him.  33To love Him with all your heart, with 
all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor 
as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 

34When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, He said to him, “You 
are not far from the Kingdom of God.”  

And from then on no one dared ask Him any more questions. 

 
 

Some thoughts to get us started: 
 
1.  On what day is this happening? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 



2. Three "incidents" occur between the two readings above.  Read Mark 
21:1-27 to "fill in the blanks." 

 

 

3. Remember the fig tree from the reading last week?  How long did it take 
that tree to wither "from the roots"? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

4. How do you react to Jesus talk about faith in 11:22-23? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
5. What was the main concern of Jesus' conversation with the religious 
leaders in 11:27-33? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
6. Consider the difference in attitude of the religious leaders in 11:27-33, as 
compared to that of the teacher of the law in 12:28-34. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7. Why the dramatic statement at the end of verse 34? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
 



Notes from this study: 

 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
 



A Time for Prayer 
 

A Song to Conclude 
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” 

LSB 722  

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003021 

 


