THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
FEBRUARY 21, 2021

Opening Hymn
“A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”
LSB 438, verses 1-3

(hymn continued on the next page)
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Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003021

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Confession of Sins
P Almighty God, our Creator and Redeemer, we poor
sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and
unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your
infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C O most merciful God, Who has given Your onlybegotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and
for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and
by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of
You and of Your will and true obedience to Your
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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Absolution
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
Collect of the Day
P Let us pray. O Lord God, You led Your ancient people
through the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our
Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world
toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Old Testament Reading, Genesis 22:1-18 (NIV)
Sometime later God tested Abraham. He said to him,
“Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied.
Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love
– Isaac – and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a
burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”
Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey.
He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he
had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the
place God had told him about. On the third day Abraham looked
up and saw the place in the distance. He said to his servants, “Stay
here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will
worship and then we will come back to you.”

3

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on
his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the
two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his
father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The
fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the
burnt offering?” Abraham answered, “God Himself will provide the
lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went
on together.
When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham
built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son
Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he
reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the
angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham!
Abraham!”
“Here I am,” he replied. “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he
said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear
God, because you have not withheld from Me your son, your only
son.”
Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught
by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a
burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place
The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain
of the LORD it will be provided.”
The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second
time and said, “I swear by Myself, declares the LORD, that because
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only
son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as
numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the
seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of
their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will
be blessed, because you have obeyed Me.”
Epistle Reading, James 1:12-18 (NIV)
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Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having
stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the
Lord has promised to those who love him. When tempted, no one
should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does He tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when
they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then,
after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is
full-grown, gives birth to death. Don’t be deceived, my dear
brothers and sisters. Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, Who
does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us
birth through the Word of truth, that we might be a kind of
firstfruits of all He created.
Choir, “Oh, Love, How Deep”
Gospel Reading, Mark 1:9–15 (NIV)
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
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In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the
water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 12The Spirit
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in the
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with
the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 14Now
after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the
gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom
of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Sermon Hymn
“The Lamb”
LSB 547

Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003021
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Sermon
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give
you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.
Closing Hymn
“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”
LSB 707
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Tune and text: Public domain

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

IMPORTANT NOTICES
Communion Service
Communion will be included as part of our February 28th online
worship. Communion sets (wafer and juice in a sealed, individual
container) are available. You can get the kits in one of two ways:
Pick it up during office hours (Tuesday through Thursday, 10-3) or
call the office to (612-722-1083) to have them delivered. You can
leave a message with your name and the number of communion
sets you will need. Deacons will deliver the communion sets to
those unable to pick them up.
Wednesday in Lent Services
Our Wednesday evening services will not be a normal worship
format. Instead, we will be doing a Bible study each week. The
study will follow Jesus through his final week before the crucifixion.
We will begin with Palm Sunday and walk with Him each day
through Holy Week. The format will be two verses of a hymn, a
prayer, the Bible study, a closing prayer, and two more hymn
verses.
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Offering

1) You can give by sending your envelope to HCLC.
2) You can give online from the Holy Cross homepage
(holycrossmpls.org). Click on the blue button or directly via the
Holy Cross online donation form. You can give to the General
Fund, Trinity First, We Care, Synod or Trinity First. Donations are
processed through faith-based Vanco. Payments are deposited
directly into the Holy Cross bank account.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank You to Those Serving Today:
February Altar Guild: Carol Rusk
Choir Director: David Hinrichs
Choir Accompanist: Wendy Kofoot
Counters for today: Adam Horrmann
Organist: Julie Wright
Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger
Recorder: James Blomberg

A Musical Note
Thank you to the following for singing the hymns and choral
anthems for our recent worship services: Dorie duBois, Amelia
Erickson, David Hinrichs, Trinda Jevne, Jon Kofoot, Wendy Kofoot,
Caleb Likely, Jim Likely, Sandi Likely, Sue Protzner, and Julie
Wright. If you are interested in singing, contact David or Kevin at
church. A solo or family singing would be a nice addition!
LWML Mites
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The Mite offering will not be received again until April 11, 2021.
This is assuming we are back to in-person worship services.
Happy Birthday
Happy Birthday to Jack McConley (2/22), Julie Shelstad (2/23),
Teri Wold (2/23), Madison Jacques (2/24), and Makenzie Lustfield
(2/28).
Office Information
Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 10am-3pm
Call: 612-722-1083
Email: admin@holycrossmpls.org

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITES
ONLINE
• Holy Cross: Go to the church website (holycrossmpls.org)
and listen to our recorded service.
• Mainstreetliving.com/twincities
• Go to “The Lutheran Hour” at any time.
RADIO
• “The Lutheran Hour” is broadcast on WCCO 830AM radio on
Sunday mornings at 6:05a.m.
• “The Lutheran Hour” is broadcast on Sirius XM, Family Talk
Channel 131 on Sunday Mornings at 9a.m.
CELL PHONE
• Download “The Lutheran Hour” app on your cell phone.
TELEVISION
Each Sunday, viewers enjoy a 30-minute remastered episode of
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“This is the Life,” a popular Lutheran Hour Ministries series from
the 70s and 80s. The episode is followed by a modified Lutheran
worship service—led by a different local pastor each week.
Main Street Living is broadcast at 9 a.m. on WFTC. WFTC can be
found in the following places:
TV Channel 10 on Spectrum, Comcast, Mediacom
TV Channel 29 on UHF Digital, DirectTV, Dish
TV Channel 807 on Comcast and 803 on Mediacom
TV Channel 9.2 which is over the air.
[Online at mainstreetliving.com/twincities]
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