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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

JANUARY 17, 2021 

 

OPENING HYMN 
Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 
LSB 901, verses 1, 2, 3 and 5 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  C Amen. 

 
Confession of Sins  

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all 

things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of 
Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading, 1 Samuel 3:1–20 (NIV) 
 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those 
days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. One 
night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely 

see, was lying down in his usual place. The lamp of God had not yet 
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the LORD, where 
the ark of God was. Then the LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, 

“Here I am.” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” But 
Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 
Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and 
said, “Here I am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go 
back and lie down.” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The 
word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. A third time 
the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am; you called me.” Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling 
the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the 
other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your 
servant is listening.” And the LORD said to Samuel: “See, I am about to 
do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears 
about it tingle. At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke 

against his family—from beginning to end. For I told him that I would 
judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons 
blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them. Therefore I swore to 
the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by 
sacrifice or offering.’” Samuel lay down until morning and then opened 
the doors of the house of the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the 

vision, but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my son.” Samuel answered, 
“Here I am.” “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it 
from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from 

me anything he told you.” So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing 
from him. Then Eli said, “He is the LORD; let him do what is good in his 
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eyes.” The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of 
Samuel’s words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to 
Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of 
the LORD. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 139:1-10(NIV) 
 You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. You know when 
I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern 
my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely. You hem 
me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. Where 
can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go 
up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you 
are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side 
of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold 
me fast. 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel, John 1:43–51 (NIV) 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said 
to him, “Follow me.” Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town 
of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the 
one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also 
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  “Nazareth! Can anything 
good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. 
When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is 
an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” “How do you know me?” 
Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under 
the fig tree before Philip called you.” Then Nathanael declared, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” Jesus 
said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You 
will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell 
you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on’ the Son of Man.” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth.   
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,     
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,           
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sermon Hymn 
God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons 
LSB 682, verses 1, 3, and 5 
TLH 483, verses 1, 3, and 5 
  

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
Sermon 
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[Offering] 
1) You can give by sending your envelope to HCLC. 
2) You can give online from the Holy Cross homepage (holycrossmpls.org). Click 
on the blue button or directly via the Holy Cross online donation form.  You can 
give to the General Fund, Trinity First, We Care, Synod or Trinity First.  
Donations are processed through faith-based Vanco. Payments are deposited 
directly into the Holy Cross bank account. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Lord’s Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
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Closing Hymn  
Take My Life and Let It Be 
LSB 783, verses 1, 5, and 6 
TLH 400, verses 1, 5, and 6 
 \ 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Thank You to Those Serving Today: 
January Altar Guild: Linda Scanlon 
Choir Director: David Hinrichs 
Choir Accompanist: Wendy Kofoot 
Counters for today: Keith and Mary Lange 
Organist: Julie Wright 
Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger 
Recorder: James Blomberg 
  
LWML Mites 
  The Mite offering will be not be received again until April 11, 2021.  This is 
assuming we are back to in-person worship services. 
 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday to Jonathan Woltmann (1/20) and Gail Klatt (1/25). 
 
“Missing” Keys 
The following key numbers are unaccounted for.  If you have one of them 
or know who does, please let the office know.  Thanks!  We are missing 
LAM*11, LAM 9 and LAM 35.  * indicates master key. 
 
Portals of Prayer 
The January – March edition of Portals of Prayer is available in the office.  
Please pick it up or contact the office to have one mailed to you. 
 
Office Contact 
Call: 612-722-1083 
Email: admin@holycrossmpls.org 
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITES 

(New information below) 

Holy Cross: Go to the church website (holycrossmpls.org) and watch 
our recorded service. 

Main Street Living is an hour-long Lutheran television program that 
airs new episodes each Sunday morning.  

Main Street Living is broadcast at 9 a.m. on WFTC. 

WFTC can be found in the following places: 
 
 TV Channel 10 on Spectrum, Comcast, Mediacom 
 TV Channel 29 on UHF Digital, DirectTV, Dish 
 TV Channel 807 on Comcast and 803 on Mediacom 
 TV Channel 9.2 which is over the air. 
 Online at mainstreetliving.com/twincities 
 
Each Sunday, viewers enjoy a 30-minute remastered episode of “This 
is the Life,” a popular Lutheran Hour Ministries series from the 70s and 
80s. The episode is followed by a modified Lutheran worship service—
led by a different local pastor each week.   

 


