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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

JANUARY 1O, 2021 
 
Opening Hymn 
O Christ, Our True and Only Light 
LSB 839, TLH 512 (verses 1-3) 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Confession of Sins  
P Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners 

confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and 
that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking 
and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 
Absolution  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

 P  We pray, O LORD, for Your blessed Holy Spirit to enter into  

  our daily lives in such a way that we are re-created in Your  
  image, just as You brought creation itself into being through  
  the power of that same Spirit.  In Jesus’ holy name we ask  
  this.    
 C  Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading, Genesis 1:1–5  (NIV) 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the 

earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the 
deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God 
said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light 
was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the 
light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the first day. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle, 1 Corinthians 3:9-16 (NIV) 

As it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, 
and what no human mind has conceived”— the things God has prepared 
for those who love Him—these are the things God has revealed to us by 
His Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of 
God.  For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within 
them? In the same way, no one knows the thoughts of God except the 
Spirit of God.  What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit Who is from God, so that we may understand what God has 
freely given us.  This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human 
wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities 
with Spirit-taught words.  The person without the Spirit does not accept 
the things that come from the Spirit of God, but considers them 
foolishness, and cannot understand them, because they are discerned 
only through the Spirit.  The person with the Spirit makes judgments 
about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human 
judgments, for, “Who has known the mind of the LORD so as to instruct 
Him?” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel, Mark 1:4–11  (NIV) 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  
John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  The whole Judean countryside 
and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.  Confessing their sins, 
they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.  John wore clothing made 
of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey.  And this was his message: “After me comes the 
One more powerful than I, the straps of Whose sandals I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie.  I baptize you with water, but He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.” 

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan.  Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, 
He saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on Him like a 
dove.  And a voice came from heaven: “You are My Son, Whom I love; 
with You I am well pleased.” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
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     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sermon Hymn 
God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It   
LSB 594 (No TLH) 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Continued on next page > 
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Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003021 

Tune: Public domain 

 
 

Sermon 
 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 

peace. 
C Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn 
Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten 
LSB 914  (No TLH) 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain. Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

no. 110003021 

 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 



9 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Thank You to Those Serving Today: 
January Altar Guild: Linda Scanlon 
Choir Director: David Hinrichs 
Choir Accompanist: Wendy Kofoot 
Counters for today: Adman Horrmann 
Organist: Julie Wright 
Pastor: Rev. Don Mulfinger 
Recorder: James Blomberg 
  
Thank You 

 A special thank you to Amelia Erickson for her lovely clarinet duets 
for Christmas Eve (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel), Christmas Day (Away 
in a Manger), and the Sunday after Christmas (Of the Father’s Love 
Begotten). Thank you also to Ed Copeland for his Christmas Medley 
arrangement for the Christmas Eve service. Thank you, Tim Phelon, for 
always being willing to add the bright sounds of the trumpet to our 
services!    + Soli Deo Gloria + 
 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday to Joyce Baago (1/9) and Jonathan Woltmann (1/20) 
 
Happy Anniversary 
Happy Anniversary to David and Tena Ubl (1/13) 
  
Portals of Prayer 
The January – March edition of Portals of Prayer is available in the office.  
Please pick it up or contact the office to have one mailed to you. 
 
Office Contact 
Call: 612-722-1083 
Email: admin@holycrossmpls.org 
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITES 

Holy Cross: Go to the church website (holycrossmpls.org) and watch 
our recorded service. 

Main Street Living is an hour-long Lutheran television program that 
airs new episodes each Sunday morning.  

The Twin Cities program is broadcast at 9 a.m. Central time on WFTC 
channel 29/9-2. Or you can watch it online at 

mainstreetliving.com/twincities 

Each Sunday, viewers enjoy a 30-minute remastered episode of “This 
is the Life,” a popular Lutheran Hour Ministries series from the 70s and 
80s. The episode is followed by a modified Lutheran worship service—
led by a different local pastor each week.   

 

 


