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Theme of Today’s Readings:  The Son of God Has Set Us 
Free from Sin and Death by His Grace. 
 
Silent Prayer Before Communion: Dear Savior, at your 
gracious invitation I come to your table to eat and drink your 
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in your eyes to 
receive this Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul 
and to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

http://www.holycrossmpls.org/


Opening Hymn, A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (TLH 262) 
 

1 A mighty fortress is our God,  
A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev’ry need  
That hath us now o’ertaken.  
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe;  
Deep guile and great might  
Are his dread arms in fight;  
On earth is not his equal. 
 
2 With might of ours can naught be done,  
Soon were our loss effected;  
But for us fights the valiant One,  
Whom God Himself elected.  
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is,  
Of Sabaoth Lord, And there’s none other God;  
He holds the field forever. 

 
3 Though devils all the world should fill,  
All eager to devour  
us, We tremble not, we fear no ill;  
They shall not overpow’r us.  
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will,  
He can harm us none.  
He’s judged; the deed is done;  
One little word can fell him.     > 

 
 



4 The Word they still shall let remain  
Nor any thanks have for it;  
He’s by our side upon the plain  
With His good gifts and Spirit.  
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
Though these all be gone,Our vict’ry has been won;  
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

Text: Public domain 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
Confession of Sins 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor 

sinners confess unto You that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 
You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we 
flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and 
imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-
begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us 
and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; 
and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of You and of Your will and true 
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 
grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



Absolution 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as 

a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and 
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
First Reading, Revelation 14:6–7 

 6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with 
an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, 
to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And 
he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 
because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship 
him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs 
of water.” 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle, Romans 3:19–28 

 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks 
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human 
being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 
comes knowledge of sin. 21But now the righteousness of 
God has been manifested apart from the law, although 



the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 
all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This 
was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to 
show his righteousness at the present time, so that he 
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith 
in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is 
excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, 
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is 
justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel, John 8:31–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth 

chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  
 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If 
you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and 



have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you 
say, ‘You will become free’?” 
 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave 
does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 
forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed 
 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,      
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and 
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 



glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
 
     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
 

Sermon Hymn, “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”  
(TLH 283) 

 God’s Word is our great heritage And shall be ours 
forever; To spread its light from age to age Shall 
be our chief endeavor. Through life it guides our 
way, In death it is our stay. Lord, grant, while 
worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure 
Throughout all generations. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Prayers of the Church 
Lord’s Prayer  
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 



heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Communion 
 
Choir 

 
Distribution Hymn, “How Wide the Love of Christ” 

(LSB 535, No TLH) 
 

1 How wide the love of Christ! 
    It knows not class or race 
But holds our one humanity 
    Within its broad embrace. 

 
2 How long the love of Christ! 

    Its patience will not cease 
Until this broken world is bound 
    In everlasting peace. 

3 How high the love of Christ! 
    Beyond all thought it soars, 
And yet upon our passing lives 
    Unmeasured mercy pours.  > 

 
 



4 How deep the love of Christ, 
    Descending to a cross! 
He bears within His wounded hands 
    All human pain and loss. 

 
5 All praise to You, O Christ, 

    For love whose depth and height, 
Whose length and breadth fill time and space 
    With endless life and light! 

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003021 

 
Thanksgiving  

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that 

You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.    

C   Amen. 
 
Benediction  
P    The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His     

       face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The      
       Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you  

       peace. 
C    Amen, amen, amen. 

 



Closing Hymn, “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”  
(TLH 261) 

 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Offering 
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Thank You to Those Serving Today: 
 Communion Assistants: Lyle Horrmann & 

Becky Swenson-Dennis  
Counters: Mary & Keith Lange 

 Choir Director: David Hinrichs 
 Choir Accompanist: Wendy Kofoot 
 Counters: Mary & Keith Lange 
 Organist: Julie Wright 
 Reader: Please sign up in the narthex 
 Recorder: James Blomberg 
 Ushers: Lynn Oolman & Andy Tatham 

 
All Saints Sunday (November 1) 
     Next week we will remember the names of HCLC 
members who have gone to be with the Lord in the past 
year. Also let the office know if you have Christian family 
or friends that you would like remembered. 
 
Newsletter Deadline 
     If you have an article for the November Newsletter, it 
needs to be into the office by October 27th. Thanks! 
 
Time Change 
     Don’t forget we “fall back” one hour on November 1.   
 
Weekly Memory Verse 
https:/www.lcms.org/worship/memory-verse-challenge 
 
Holy Cross Member Page Password: LoveHolyCross 


